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school year and look forward to 

greeting and meeting both re-

turning and new students. We 

are finalizing our hiring of new 

staff and I will provide details in 

the November issue of the Wild-

cat Quarterly. 

We continue to have many re-

ports of theft issues with cell 

phones and other electronic 

devices. Please require your sons 

and daughters to be careful with 

any of these personal items at 

school, as the school cannot be 

responsible for theft of studentõs 

personal belongings. In addition, 

with each of these electronic 

devices and web access areas, 

the opportunity to engage in 

inappropriate use becomes  

(Seeðp14) 

 

I hope this first on-line issue of 

the 2010-2011 Wildcat Quar-

terly finds you still enjoying your 

Florida summer. Within this 

issue, you will find important 

back-to-school information. I 

strongly recommend that both 

parents and students read it 

cover-to-cover. Several articles 

will provide dates and timelines, 

along with important expecta-

tions that will ensure each family 

and student is prepared to have 

the best start ever in school. 

Your student will also receive a 

packet the first week of school 

containing important information 

please read each document. 

At the time of this writing, Assis-

tant Principal Susan Soderlind has 

finalized the schedule and has 

people in the office working on 

student conflicts. Assistant Prin-

cipal Jeremy Tompkins is finaliz-

ing the student handbook and has 

been working on improvements 

throughout the school campus. 

All of us are preparing for the 

August programs that will wel-

come students and staff back to 

school. We are excited to think 

about the start of this upcoming 

Greetings Wildcat Students 

and Parents: 

We are excited about the new 

school year.  With our new Ma-

rine Science Academy and Culi-

nary Arts Academy students will 

have two new options for career 

paths.  We will continue to offer 

the Health Science Academy, E-

Marketing Academy,  Early Child-

hood Education Academy, and 

Web Design Services Academy.  

Academy programs are designed 

for students who know early 

what career they wish to pursue.  

The programs offer students 

comprehensive study in a single 

field, and prepare them for either 

direct entry into the workforce, 

or, postsecondary training in that 

field. 

Booker T. Washington High 

School offers students of all ability 

levels and interests many choices 

whether academic or vocational in 

nature.  Thank you for supporting 

our programs, teachers, and staff as 

we prepare to begin our new 

school year. 
 

Sincerely, 

Susan Soderlind 

Assistant Principal for Curriculum 
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Mr. Jeremy Tompkins  

Assistant Principal for Facilities  
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Gear Up! 

An exciting 

2010-2011 

School Year!!! 

Tier 1 ñsmall group 

instruction  

From the Land of RTI and Margaret 
Welcome from Wildcat  

Country to students and  

parents  

As of July 1, 2010 Wildcat 

Country has been annexed 

into the land of Response to 

Intervention (RTI). RTI is a be-

havior based, data driven edu-

cation model that, if executed 

correctly, will address the 

needs of all students especially 

those that are struggling with 

academics; provide a support 

system for teachers striving to 

make a difference; and a way 

for parents to be involved in 

their childõs academic careers.  

In response to the No Child 

Left Behind Act and IDEA 

2004, Florida enacted legisla-

tion that requires all schools in 

the state to be restructured 

using the RTI model (Rule 6A-

6.0331 and Rule 6A-6.03016). 

This model has three deline-

ated tiers that a child moves 

from or into only after strict 

protocols have been met. The 

protocols for the first level 

include interventions in the 

general education classes and 

are referred to as Tier I. Tier I 

interventions are small group 

instruction and lessons based 

on the specific needs of the 

individual student.  If a student 

needs additional help he/she is 

referred to the schoolõs RTI 

committee. The committee, 

after reviewing all the data 

available, determines what type 

of additional help is needed, 

why the student is having 

problems and what interven-

tions are necessary to meet 

his/her needs. This is Tier II. 

This tier includes small group 

instruction that is in-addition to 

his/her core classes. The stu-

dentõs progress is monitored 

over the course of the Tier II 

intervention. Again if the stu-

dent continues to struggle a 

more intense intervention is 

indicated and he/she moves 

into Tier III. This tier requires 

that an intervention specialist 

works with the student on a 

one-on-one bases. This inter-

vention is also in-addition to the 

studentõs core class. 

Although the RTI framework is 

the law of the land and non-

negotiable, the Wildcat family, 

embracing the potential of RTI, 

can use it to shape Booker T. 

Washington High School into a 

school  of excellence with a 

learning environment that 

allows ALL students to soar to 

new heights of achievement.  

SGAõs from Pensacola to Talla-

hassee.   This is a great honor, 

and we are thrilled to work in 

this leadership capacity. 

SGA is already hard at work 

planning this yearõs homecom-

ing week which will take place 

from October 4th ð 9th.  Our 

homecoming theme is still top 

secret, but you can look for-

ward to kickball, he-man vol-

leyball, powder-puff football, a 

wildcat parade, the homecom-

ing dance, and of course the 

homecoming game on October 

8th against Bay High School.  

Please come out and enjoy the 

fun. 

Our primary goal this year is 

increase school spirit here at 

Booker T. Washingtonõs 

Student Government As-

sociation Gears Up for a 

Great Year  

Welcome back Wildcats. Our 

Student Government Associa-

tion (SGA) has exciting news.  

This year, Washington Highõs 

SGA has the honor of serving 

as the District One President 

for the Florida Asso-

ciation of Student 

Councils (FASC).  

Students Melissa Cor-

sair and Luke Bosso 

hold the position of 

co-president for Dis-

trict 1 of FASC, and 

will be working 

throughout the year to unite 

Booker T. Washington High 

School.  We hope that with the 

help of our administration, 

faculty, staff, and student body 

we can raise our school spirit 

to new heights.   So please 

remember to support our 

sports teams and clubs and 

wear wildcat blue on Fridays.  

Go Cats! 

Rachel Dillon, Student Govern-

ment Advisor 

Academies  

 

SGA Gearing Up! 
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As you walk through the lobby at 

Booker T. Washington High School 

you will see pictures of four smiling 

faces.  These are the Wildcats fam-

ily sponsored children. You can 

help make a difference in the lives 

of these children by making a con-

tribution of $0.25 

per month. 

Can you imagine 

what can happen if 

each person con-

nected to BTWHS 

made this small con-

tribution? Our spon-

sored children will be able to re-

ceive hot meals, clothes, books for 

school, etc. 

Any person interested in making a 

contribution may do so through the 

schoolõs financial specialist. Parents 

may send contributions to school 

by their children.   Every little bit 

will help MAKE A DIFFERENCE! 

Let Your Heart Beat for  

Our Children 

arrival of all of Booker T. Washing-

tonõs finest young men and women.  

I know that every stakeholder will 

join in to make this a great school 

year. 

I am excited to provide you more 

information about three important 

aspects of our school: discipline, 

athletics, and community affairs.  

First, in order to have a great 

As an administrator I always look 

forward to this time of year.  Eve-

ryone seems to be rejuvenated and 

energized after a summer of rest 

and relaxation.  There is always a 

feeling of high expectations that 

flows through the hallways as 

teachers busily prepare for students 

to arrive.  This year is no different; 

preparations have been ongoing 

throughout the summer for the 

school, we must have a consistent 

and effective discipline policy.  In an 

effort to achieve this goal, we have 

created and implemented a school 

wide behavior management plan.  A 

copy of this plan is located on the 

school website for parental viewing.  

This plan has been effective 

in reducing referrals and is 

reviewed and revised on a 

(Seeðp 4) 

 

 

 

 

 

Washington High School offer 

many opportunities for students.  

Among those are the various clubs 

and organizations available to stu-

dents.  Clubs and organizations 

offer benefits from team, leader-

ship, and skill building.   

Students who want to demonstrate 

their leadership abilities and skills 

should get involved.  Not only will 

students make a connection 

You Can 

Make a 

Difference  

Get InvolvedñJoin A Club!!! 

Wildcat Pride: A Fresh Start 
by Mr. Jeremy Tompkins 

Wildcats! Making changes 

for a new year.  

Clubs and 

organizations 

offer benefits 

in team, 

leadership, 

and skill 

building.  Get 

Involved! 

through networking with others, 

they may also benefit from com-

petitive events, scholarships, etc. 

There is no cost to join some clubs.  

Others require a minimal fee, par-

ticularly those that are an integral 

part of a specific curriculum or 

those that are social organizations. 

Students may inquire of their teach-

ers for further directions on how 

to GET INVOLVED!!! 
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6000 College 

Pkwy 

Pensacola, FL 32504 

Phone: 850-475-5257 

òLittle Known  

Wildcats Factsó 
Note: More Facts will be presented in 

the next newsletter. 

Did you know that  

Washington Junior College opened on A Street in the 

same building as Washington Junior High and Washing-

ton Sr. High  

Washington Senior High was located on Texar Dr. in the 

J. E. Hall Center building.  

The school name òWashington High Schooló was 

changed to òBooker T. Washington High Schooló and is 

now located on College Pkwy.  

BTWHS school colors are blue and white!  

 

BTWHS Alma Mater  

Washington We Love Thee  

Washington we love thee  

Thy dear name adore  

And weõll honor thee yes where eõver we go 

Though our years be weary, hard our way and long  

To our Alma Mater weõll sing our song 

Washington we love thee!  

 

 

BTWHS ñFloridaõs 

Top 5 School  
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continual basis.  We will also continue our 

In School Suspension program that reduced 

our out of school suspension numbers by 

over half the previous yearsõ numbers.  In 

addition to the behavior management plan 

and the ISS program, we are continuing our 

New Beginnings program which has helped 

students with grade recovery and discipline 

issues.  This year we are adding another 

discipline component called Ripple Effects.  

Ripple Effects is a computer-based, positive 

behavioral intervention system that helps 

to reduce repeat negative behaviors in 

students.  All of these steps help to provide 

consistent and effective discipline which 

provides a safe environment for learning.   

 

Next, in order to have great athletic pro-

grams we must have great coaches and 

great facilities.  We are welcoming three 

great head coaches that are going to make 

a difference here at Booker T. Washington.  

The coaches will be role models to our 

student athletes, and they have the tools 

needed to foster successful athletic pro-

grams.  These coaches are: Coach Kelly 

Comeford, our new head volleyball coach; 

Coach Nate Espy, our new head baseball 

coach; and Coach Mike Smith, our new 

head football coach.  In addition to the 

coaching changes, construction is about to 

begin on the new Booker T. Washington 

rubberized track.  This track will be the 

first of its kind in our county at a high 

school, and it will finally level the playing 

field for all the track athletes in our county.  

Our athletes now will be able to compete 

equally with the other track programs 

throughout the state.  We are expecting 

great things from our athletic programs this 

year, and I encourage everyone to get in-

volved and support Booker T. Washington 

athletics this year. Go Wildcats! 

The final area I would like to discuss is 

community affairs.  Booker T. Washington 

has a tradition of great participation from 

the community.  In order for our school to 

move from good to great, this participation 

must continue and even increase.   

This year the following local businesses 

have come aboard as community partners : 

 CiCiõs Pizza 

 Famous Daveõs 

 Honey Baked Ham 

 Loweõs 

 OõCharleyõs 

 Samõs Club 

 Wing Zone 

Please help us show our appreciation to 

our partners by visiting and shopping at 

their store locations.  If your business 

would like to become a partner in educa-

tion with Booker T. Washington High 

School, please contact me at 475-5257 ext. 

223.  In addition to becoming a partner in 

education, we are always in need of parent 

volunteers.  If you wish to become a volun-

teer, please complete the volunteer paper-

work found in this newsletter and return it 

to the school.  We appreciate all those that 

help make Booker T. Washington a great 

place, and as always remember, it is great 

to be a wildcat! 

   

(Fresh Startðp 3) 




